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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 

STEPHEN C. FOSTER. 

Ex-Mayor Stephen C. Foster, whose portrait appears in this 
issue of the Annual, died in this city, January 28, 1898; and a sketch 
of his life appears in Volume IV, pp. 179-183, of the Historical So- 
ciety's publications, from which a brief summary of the primary 
facts of his life is condensed here. 

Mr. Foster was born in Maine, December 17, 1820. He grad- 
uated from Yale College in the class of 1840; later attending lectures 
at the Louisiana Medical College, and afterwards practicing medi- 
cine in Jackson county, Missouri. In 1845 he started for Califor- 
nia via Santa Fe, Chihuahua and Sonora. At Oposura he learned of 
the breaking out of the Mexican war; and not being able to find 
any party going to California, he returned in June, 1846, to Santa 
Fe; and in October he was employed as interpreter of the "Mormon 
Battalion/' which, under the command of Col. Philip St. George 
Cooke, set out for California, by way of Tucson, and the Pima Vil- 
lages, arriving at San Diego January 20, 1847, an d at L° s Angeles, 
March 16, 1847, 

For more than fifty years, Mr. Foster was a prominent citizen 
of Los Angeles. His familiarity with the Spanish language, in the 
early days, enabled him to serve the community in many capacities. 
Col. Mason, the then military Governor of the Territory, appointed 
Mr. Foster as Alcalde of this city, January 1, 1848. Mr. Foster 
was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1849; he served 
as State Senator during 1851-53, and he was twice elected Mayor 
of Los Angeles. In 1848 he was married to Dona Maria Merced, 
daughter of Don Antonio Maria Lugo and widow of Jose Perez. 
She and their two sons still survive him. 

FRANCISCO SABICHI. 

Francisco Sabichi, a member of the Society of Los Angeles Pion- 
eers, who died suddenly of heart disease on the 12th of April, 1900, 
in the 59th year of his age, was a native of this city. He was born 
October 4, 1842. His father, Matias Sabichi, was a native of Aus- 
tria, or Austrain Italy, who came to Los Angeles at a very early 
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